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Jerusalem was the centre for early Christian community.

The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Romans in 70 CE was a major disruption for Christians who were still regarded as a sect of Judaism, like the Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes. Jerusalem Christians were scattered far and wide along with other ‘Jews’ – if not carted off to slavery. Only then were Christians and Jews beginning to be seen as different religions.


Paul’s letters were written before the fall of Jerusalem. The Gospels were written after. Different worlds. And different styles


Worldviews
In the time of Jesus and for centuries after, the Genesis accounts of creation, fall, Exodus, etc were accepted as historical. Paul and others believed in an interventionist God. In modern times, the Big Bang, evolution of the universe and of humanity and historical development are accepted as facts. Where the Bible refers to God sending an angel, we think of insights and deepening consciousness. New Testament appearances of Jesus are now understood in psychological and anthropological terms. The underlying truths and realities retain their value but as historical and cultural contexts change, they are understood and expressed differently. So, when Paul says, ‘God sent someone,’ we would more likely say, ‘Someone came’.
